AWO Kreisverband Berlin-Mitte e.V.
Asyl in der Kirche Berlin-Brandenburg e.V.
Back on Track e.V.

BBZ Beratungs- und Betreuungszentrum fir junge
Geflichtete und Migrant*innen

Be an Angel e.V.
Berlin hilft e.V.
Berliner Forum Griechenlandhilfe e.V.

Berliner Netzwerk fiir besonders schutzbedirftige
geflichtete Menschen

Bildungs- und Beratungszentrum Raupe und
Schmetterling — Frauen in der Lebensmitte e.V.

borderline-europe — Menschenrechte ohne Gren-
zene.V.

BumF Bundesfachverband unbegleitete minder-
jahrige Fluchtlinge e.V.

Caritasverband flr das Erzbistum Berlin e.V.
euqal rights beyond borders
Flichtlingskirche Berlin

Flichtlingsrat Berlin e.V.

GEW Gewerkschaft Erziehung und Wissenschaft
Landesverband Berlin

Humanistischer Verband Berlin-Brandenburg
KdoéR

Institut fur Traumapadagogik Berlin

Inter Homines - Empowerment und Therapie mit
politisch Verfolgten e.V.

Internationale der Kriegsdienstgegner*innen e.V.
Internationale Liga fir Menschenrechte e.V.
Jesuiten Fluchtlingsdienst

Open Letter

Judische Stimme fiir gerechten Frieden in Nahost
e.V.

Kiezbundnis Klausenerplatz e.V.

Kompetenzzentrum Flucht, Trauma und Behinde-
rung an der Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin

Lesben- und Schwulenverband in Deutschland
(LSVD) Landesverband Berlin-Brandenburg e.V.

Moabit hilft

Okumenisches Zentrum fiir Umwelt-, Friedens-
und Eine-Welt-Arbeit e.V.

Pankow Hilft
Paritatischer Wohlfahrtsverband LV Berlin e.V.
Pro Asyl

Republikanischer Anwaltinnen- und Anwalteverein
e.V. (RAV)

Respekt fir Griechenland e.V.
Schoéneberg hilft e.V.
Seebriicke

Solidarity City

Sprungbrett Zukunft Berlin e.V.

Stiftung Haus der Demokratie und Menschen-
rechte

Weltweit in der Kirche Berlin
Willkommen im Westend
Willkommen in Falkensee

XENION Psychosoziale Hilfen fir politisch Ver-
folgte e.V.

Zaki - Bildung und Kultur e.V.

Zentrum UBERLEBEN gGmbH - Berliner Netz-
werk fiir besonders schutzbediirftige gefliichtete
Menschen

Berlin, 21 April, 2020

Berlin Program for the Reception of Refugees JETZT

To the Governing Mayor of Berlin Michael Miiller,

To Senator Andreas Geisel,

To the chairpersons of SPD, Die Linke, Biindnis 90/Die Griinen, CDU und FDP in the Berlin Parliament

On 18 April, 47 unaccompanied minor refugees aged 11 to 15 from camps on the Greek islands of Samos,
Lesbos, and Chios arrived in Germany. However, around 39,000 refugees, among them 13,000 children and
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adolescents, are still there’. They live in inhumane conditions, and with a high risk of infection by Covid 19 —
as we have all seen and heard in dramatic pictures and reports.

A start has been made with those 47 children, which shows us that rescue is basically possible, but it has to
be continued without hesitation. According to Konigstein regulations, Berlin is to take 5 p.c. of those 47
children, which makes two or three.

As early as December 2019, Berlin had expressed its willingness to take up 70 unaccompanied minors
quickly and to consider receiving other vulnerable groups like single mothers, families with small children,
chronically ill, traumatized and old people. Social Senator Elke Breitenbach has publicly stated that it would
be possible to accommodate and care for 400 refugees promptly, and even up to 2,000, after some time of
preparation.

You, Mr. Geisel, have recently reaffirmed Berlin‘s willingness in a letter to the Ministry of the Interior (BMI),
and asked for the consent of the BMI to a Berlin Program according to §23 Abs.1 AufenthG (Residence Act)
for hosting a minimum of 70 children from Greek island camps?. You also refer to other federal states that
are prepared to take up additional refugees from Greece.

The Berlin Program for the Reception of Refugees must be implemented NOW!

- Berlin must insist on the speedy consent of BMI.
- Ifgiven, Berlin must be prepared to start the reception without delay.

- Incase of rejection, Berlin must consider legal steps against BMI.

Up to now, the Interior Minister has never rejected consent to the reception program of a federal state.
However, this time, the general offers of federal states to receive refugees from Greece have so far been
met with silence. The BMI must now react to Senator Geisel’s request to give consent to the reception of
70 children for humanitarian reasons (§23 Abs. 1 AufenthG).

The state of Berlin has in fact the legal authority to make the decision to take up refugees for humanitarian
reasons. It will be based solely on the grounds of abhorring and unworthy conditions in Greek camps and
the need for protecting those young people. It is independent of asylum procedures, which inquire into the
situation in the respective countries of origin®.

Legal opinions by Redeker, Sellner, and Dahs?, as well as Heuser®, conclude that, due to their relative con-
stitutional autonomy, federal states have wide political scope for deciding on such a humanitarian program.
If consent is rejected, Berlin must therefore take legal steps against BMI for infringing on its constitutional
rights.

The Federal state program must urgently be concretized and operationalized, including an order to prepare
for the reception of refugees according to §23 AufenthG. Speedy coordination of measures with active or-
ganisations on-site and Greek authorities for choosing eligible camp inhabitants, is also necessary.

Federal state reception programs are meant to react flexibly and quickly to humanitarian emergencies. Mr.
Miiller, Mr. Geisel, please act promptly! Determine the course and timetable for hosting those most needy
refugees from Greece and take them out of that hell!

! https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/75410

2 https://www.berlin.de/sen/inneres/presse/pressemitteilungen/2020/pressemitteilung.919747.php

3 Heuser, Rechtsgutachten zur Zuldssigkeit der Aufnahme von Schutzsuchenden durch die Bundesldander aus EU-Mitgliedstaaten:
www.rosalux.de/publikation/id/41787/aufnahme-von-schutzsuchenden-durch-die-bundeslaender

4 Redeker/Sellner/Dahs, Aufnahme von Fliichtenden aus den Lagern auf den griechischen Inseln durch die deutschen Bundeslander
- Rechtliche Voraussetzungen und Grenzen: www.dropbox.com/s/21wghgyqi2ped69/Landerkompetenzen%20humanitdre%20Auf-
nahme%20Griechenland.pdf

5 Heuser, a.a.O.
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As members of the civil society we are willing to support the program through our contacts to organisations
working on-site as well initiatives in Berlin to accompany and enable the integration of those refugees
here.

Awaiting your reply as soon as possible,

sincerely,

gez. Dr. Sabine Speiser gez. Herbert Nebel gez. Georg Classen
Willkommen im Westend Respekt fir Griechenland e.V. Flichtlingsrat Berlin e.V.
sabine.speiser@web.de nebelherbert@t-online.de buero@fluechtlingsrat-berlin.de
http://willkommen-im-westend.de/ http://respekt-fiir-griechenland.de/ https://fluechtlingsrat-berlin.de/

Co-signing organizations and institutions:
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Psychosoziale Hilfen fiir

politisch Verfolgte e.V. ;%éf/

RIGHTS

Beratun - und Betreuungszentrum

fur junge Geflu(htete und Migrant*innen Willkommen i |n Beyond Borders

Kiezbiindnis Klausenerplatz e.V.

SeelingstraBBe 14 - 14059 Berlin - Tel.: 30 82 44 95
www.klausenerplatz.de - info@klausenerplatz.de

/ﬁm

BERLIN HILFT

informieren. vernetzen. helfen.

inter
homines

Empowerment und Therapie
mit politisch Verfolgten e.V.

ITB

Internationale der btk Lt e bbb
Kriegsdienstgegner*innen
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WILLKOMMEN IM WESTEND e /ENTRUM
t UBERLEBEN
\@/ SRIECHENLANDHILFE o.V. (I
BACK o TRACK
LAKT
FARSES orioune
Haus der DE Y HERTTDY
Menschenrechte
Kreisverband

Berlin-Mitte e.V.

Gno

%\ erliner Netzwerk fiir
V nders schutzbediirfti

| chtete Menschen
FLUCHTLINGS ®
KIRCHE

Seite 5von 5




